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January is L.A. Art Month
Three major art fairs tout
West Coast influence

By Avital Binshtock

It's that e of year again: the tme for ar-loving Angelenos—
whather dileflanie of Connoisseur—10 coma togather at L A5
prspminent art events, Foremost amang them i the Los Angeles
Al Show, which i3 scheduled for January 25 1o 27, Kim Martindale,
15 arganiner, uses the woid "encyclopedic™ to charactarize the
avanl’s encompasang nature, "I's defined by having centuries

of art in one locatan,” he sald. ~People can come to the fair and
diseoved whal they réally have 8 passion for. It's what makes it
unigué—1ha mixing of the modarm and the historical, There's a
whole béoad range.”

Martindale has oversasen the show's avolution from its inception
a5 an association fair in Pasadana (14 galleries, all specializing in
histarcal works) 1o b 125-gallery event that incorporates all genres,
from California plein air 10 contermpaorary. And though it used to

ba mandatory that exhibitors belong 1o the Fine Art Dealers
Assocation (FADA) 1o be able to represent at the fair, that
raquarament has since baan waned.

S0 now, bocause the show's 125 galleries already spread out over
100,000 square Test, Manindale is looking at expanding nect year,
withas a1 1t fair's curreént location [Santa Monica Alrport’s Barker
Hangarl, or a1 the Los Angales Comvention Center, 8 move he said
Is “fairty Bkaly,” Primarily, he's sesking 1o ease the parking prob-
larns that have rked attendees for the past few years

Acconding to him, people planning 1o attend the show this year [its
thirteenth iteration) can expect to “see great art and diversity in art,
and to meat people that are knowledgeable about art, They can ask
gquestions and expand thewr knowledpe base about what art was
historically and what it is right none.”

Alzo new this year i3 an aifiliation with the International Fina Print
Daalers Associaton (IFPDA) Print Fair, which has been held at
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LACKA Wast for the past few years, This time, they, too, wil b
Santa Monica Asports Backer Hangar Tor thes 23rd annual pres

ar-
tation. Said Martindala, "1'm excited that they're moving 1ogethar.
My goal is to unite L.A'S art commuity,”

Kavin Salating, LACMA'S curator of prints and dravwings, chadactor-
izes [FPDA's event as “the best print fair hald on the West Coast "
Participants include mambars of IFPDA who deal in avarything
from prints by the old masters 10 those from cutting-adge contem
porary artists, affactively spanning freg cantunas of waork

Linlike any othar fair i LA, this ong i3 devoted axclusnvely 10 a sin
gla medium: fina prents, “Whils this may seam restrmclad,” sad
Salating, “bear in mind that thare are many knds of prinis, from
woodcut, etching and angraving (o iihography, mazzoting and
aquatint, to sdkscrean and pholo-offas propesses, 10 new digital
tachniguas. So thara is axtracrdinary varialy avallable avan within
what 5 ostensibly, one madiurm.”

Bacausa of that, the peint fair attracts 8 wide spectrum of collectors,
both in terms of experience and mterasts. Salating said, ©A first-
tima baryar intorasiod in acguining his or her first work of art can find
something good and affordable, while 3 senous, well-hesled collec-
tor can also find work of the highest quality, from Duwrer to Ruscha,

Tha sama weoakend, arlA will be taking place just a few milas
away at the Santa Monica Civic Auditarum, AriLA offers an
informed cross section of contempaorary an rends happening fram
Tokyo to Barlin with a focus on Los Angeles-based artists and gal-
larsas. The fair showcases 64 top established and amearnging gal-
larses from three contenents, over hall of which are participating fos
tha first tma, This gnilarms raprasant tha moat compelling and
challanging work baing created in art centers including Berdin,
London, Maxica City, Naw York, Paris, and Tokyo, and over half of
the galleries participating are based in Los Angelas

“This is an exciting moment in Los .ﬁ.ngeles as the city has beacome
an impartant and internationally recognized centar for art making,”
said Tim Fleming, Deector aof anlA. “More and more prominant
contemporary art gallernss and wisual artists are based in Los
Angelas, and the guality of work baing produced in L & continues
to garner international attention.” Adds Flaming, "Our fair is
dasigned to b accessiblo 1o 8l sengus contemporary &r collactors,
museum curalors, art anthuishsts int@éresied in saeing what's happen-
ing now in the contampariety 8 wodld, &1 palomns, anists and mone.
Wa are dedicated to fostenng the Los Angeles an COmimnty.~

The Opening Might Proview banglits the Hammer Museuwm, and
musaum director Ann Philbsn is applauding the list of participating
gallgrm-s “Thare is a raally e connechon between the artwork
presanted in our Hammer Projects sees and ariLA's attention to
weork by emerging anists—sapecifically LA, anists.”
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FAIR INFORMATION

LOS ANGELES ART SHOW,
wiwwlaarshow,.com or call (310) B22-2145
ART LA 2008,

Wawartfuinine.com or call (323) 937-4659
PHOTO 1A 2008,

wwwanfininc.com or call (323) 936-5846
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