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Art fairs are proliferating worldwide, so we consider a few
of the most inthguing ones this season.

Approximately 6,000 visitons made their way over clght days 1o the Stal
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Sales of European pakitings anid decorative afs
cemed sluggish, and nothing was sold by a Parisian
\ealer of African art — a feld slmost anknown in
“hifa, Even this ostensibly historical show was iniil-
rated by a fow !;:!|rr|ri- edfering Chinese comtonipe-
ary art, which did reasanably well. Several exhibitars
eguesting ancnymity complaimed that Exhibition Cene
er staff did not prepare their stands until the lasi
ninmte, that Chisese clients insisted on negotiating
wven when prices had been set, ans that the standard
ate of valuse-added tax mysteriously changed during
hee rum o 1he fair.

Yt there were encousagiog shyris that may well bring
rabers back for another tey next fall, Business pn:\.rd
1p toweazd the end of the fair as collectors arrived 1o
npect and buy artworks that had been quicily idemified by thar rep-
csenlatives garlict n the week. Chinese visitons were seen to be look-
ng carefully al each stand, fescinated by ariwarks generally nifansiliar
o them Unlilke lapan, China has no mitseum of Western art and no
aniversity curriculum of world art contextualizing Rocooo furmisre or
West African sculptures. It is encouraging 1hat the Shanghal Musewm,
sdmsired worldwide for its anclent Chinese boldings, s now welcom
ing capacity crowds of Shanghainese for its temporary exhibitions of
Western art, On view this sutunsn. for cxample, was a lange sarvey of
patstanding masterworks from Madrid's Museo ded Prado, sent by the
Spamish government as a gesture of goodwill and alsas v emtice the bar-
goaning mrididle class of China 1o explore Spain

Although Westerners may never fly to Shanghal 1o buay histork al
Western artworks, and slthough Wessern cxpatriates living in Shang-
hai probably won't collect them either, the potential audience of Chi:
nese people wha might buy is— by Western standands — enormous.
As with everything in China, patience i a virnee. and the 5FIAF b now,
ut leaat, positinned 10 engage this future clientele an it evobves

Dubai
Rivaling Shanghai for mushrooming towers and luxiry amenitics is
the tiny emirate of Dubad, perched between the Arabian Desert and
the Fersian Gulf, Aliboagh nearby Abu Dhabi fs scuslly the capital of
tlse seven United Arab Emirages, Dubai grabs more headlines with its
superbatives: The workd's tallest bailding {160 stories) will be com
pleted there i 2009, and the Mall of the Emsirates (35 acres. 450 shops)
i the workd's first “shopping resart,” complets with an indoos sk slope

Because they have less oil thar their nelghbors, Dubat’s ruling fam-
iky have priortized esy cango transdt via sea and air. as well s interna
tional bogram, secomd homes lor wealthy foreignens, and a thriving <o
munity of profesional expatristes, Visits 1o Dubal by Weitern celefirt
tiies are mosed wislely, but the resl story is the growing namher of wealthy
Arabs, Indians, Russiars, and Chinese letting their hair down quicily in
\hsls aafie, Las '.'g“‘,-hh- tesort where mmusr anything goes

The art trade has taken note, of course, which is why Christie’s and
Bonhams both have salerooms in Duba, with Seaheby’s still weighing
Jt» options, Local galleries handle primarily decorative urruki..‘hul. arl
fairs are on the uptick. In April 2006, a local exhibition organizer fan
an unducocssial ferermatinmal Art & Asitique Expo featuting wnrks of
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varying dates, bt in March 5007 the London dealer jotn Martin achieved
a better resull with the contemporary-oriented Gull Ant Fair, co-onga

mized with the stute-sponsored Dhibai International Financisl Centre
Approsimately 3,000 visitors came te see 40 exhibetors at the Arena in
side 1he Madinat Jumetrah. a resort designed o resemble an ancient
Arabisn citadel buitt aroand a lagoon. Martin's fir has been rebranded
s et Dhubai Bor its Magch 2008 edition. which has already attracted 67
dealets from around the world — a 70 percent increase that reflocts
the desire of Drubai nesidents for art s new as their high-rise homes,

This magazine had already gone o press i mid-Decensber as Abu
Dhabi-based Turrer Middbe Easa Lod urveiled ite Dubai Futermarionsl
Fire Art & Artigies Frir 3t an upsale conventlon center. Advarce mis
serials insdicated that Turres would welcome 33 wide-ranging dealers,
including 12 from Italy, five cach from Thubai and the UK. and one or
wecach from Austria, France, India, Jerusalens, Lebanon, Russia, Tha
land, and the L5, (Some, but net all, of these gallerics had exhibiced at
Tiarret's mew At [habi fakr, which was dubbed a iixed success by at
teridees during its three-day run in lte November, |

Turret's performance will surely inform the lannch on Febouary
21 of Artarad Artigues Dubstl, the latest propect of London's Haughlon
fxmuily, who rim fousr top fadrs in MNew York and vne in their home city
Also set in the Mading Arena, this now event has 35 dealers commil -
tod == 13 Fromm Brivain, nine from the LS., plus ope or two each fram
Ausstralia, Framoe, Ireband, Italy, lapan. Lebanon, Monaco, and Syria.
Amang the Haaghtops' diverse exhibitons will be Koopman ol Lon
dan with 18th-century Englixh sibver by Pasil Storr and Pasl de Lanserie
London's sathaf GaBlery, which has sobd Orrientalist paintings to Mid
dle Eastermers since the 1980%; the Ayvam Gallery of [amascus, of-
fering works by moderns amd conteemporary Syrians; New York's Bermand
Goldberg, who carrics superh American art dated 1900-1950; Lon-
don’s Samina and her exquisite Indian jewelry: and Brian Haughton
himsedf, who handles fine Buropean ceramics.

[y st accounts, it is exsy for dealers to get anworks in and out
of Dubai. thoagh they maust prepare their checklists well in advance
All exhibitors must submit images to the gavernment for prior ap-
pmul_ end some Muslim visitors will not enter stands containing im-
apges of haman beings, especially nisdes or lews. An ever-broadening
array of consumers pass throagh Dubai, however, and there seems (o
b @ consensias among deabers that even those who do st e # profit
an their first visdl showuld defimitely try again pext year.
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Los Angeles

The emergence of America’s second Ialpn city &s & place where
DI Can count op secing good art = in museums, galleries, homes,
and siudios = is 8 welcome development. An extra burz pervades
the air during the Los Angeles Art Show, now in its L3th year of pro
ductian by the national Fine Ari Dealers Association. This year's
edition is 22 to run January 14-27, after an opening gala on the 23xd
thiat will benefin the Los Ange-
les County Museum of Arl
(LACMAL One hundred re-
markably strang dealers will be
shawing im the Barker Hamgar
at Santa Mondea Alrport, where,
for the fie time, the TFPDA
Fiue Pring Fair's 28 dealers will
poin then (afier many years en
sconced at LACKAL Al run
ning lanuary 23-27 at the
nearby Santa Momica Civie Au-
ditoriam is Art LA, which will
feature 30 dealers feom south-
ern Californda and 30 more
from elsewhere.
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Palm Beach
Drespite the apotheosss of Miami Beach as the world's

comtemporary art capital every December, the Florida commumity of
Palm Beach still draws more traditional art lovers from around the
warld im Febraary. This year's edition af Palm Beack £ Americas In
termatiomal Fine Arf = Antigur Fair i st 1o run Febroery 110, 4 1otal
of 76 exhibitors ane committed vo showing frt-rate paintings. graph-
ics, sculpture, decorative anrts, textiles, joweley, watches, dlosks, Aslan
art, antiquities, and deshgn

Five days liter, the Pielie Reach fewelry, Arr o= Amnigue Shiswy akoen
avver the sume comvention center
for Presidents” Day Weekend
[ Fehrsary 15-19), At press time.
this shone liad not announced its
normally impressive exhibitor
list, which has. over five years.
shilked slosrly away Erom its aeg-
inal emphasis on pewelry,
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