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Days of Future Past Exhibition Examines Changing Gender Roles in Korea
Exhibition Showcases Artist Mari Kim’s Anime-Inspired Portraits
(December 10, 2015-Los Angeles, CA) At one time, Korean women enjoyed an almost equivalent
status to men in society. That changed over the course of the Chosun Dynasty, when
Confucianism gained momentum. During this period women were primarily relegated to the
home. Days of Future Past, curated by Simon Kwon, Director of SM Fine Art Gallery, examines
the changing gender roles in Korea, and spotlights a new generation that is empowering youth
and changing culture.
With the rise of Confucianism, Korea saw a resurgence in
traditional gender roles and social hierarchy. Korean women
were dissuaded from artistic expression. However, since the
Korean War, society has changed dramatically. (image left:
Mari Kim Heavenly Roof2, ultra chrome ink printed on canvas
130x130 2015)
“The new generation of Koreans is free to pursue their
dreams regardless of gender. Mari Kim is a product of this
new environment for younger generations. Her work has
been influential in Korea and has been steadily growing an
international following. In a country where it was taboo for
women to be expressive, she is now a major influence on
popular culture.,” states Simon Kwon, curator of Days of Future Past.
Days of Future Past is a special solo show of Mari Kim’s artwork. Heavily informed by her
training in animation, Mari Kim incorporates bright colors and bold lines to create simplified and
idealized figures. Most of her works depict young women and many include fairy tale or other
popular characters. Kim’s works are in the collections of the Seoul Museum of Art and the
Gyeongnam Art Museum in Korea. She has exhibited in numerous museums including: Jeonnam
Art Museum, Jangheung Art Park, National Museum of Contemporary Art, Seoul, and the Korea
Advanced Institute of Science and Technology, among others.
In recent years, the LA Art Show has become the most internationally diverse art platform in the
Western world, bringing in the largest groupings of Korean, Chinese and Japanese galleries
outside of Asia. Beginning in 2010, the Show has actively developed its international gallery

offerings to provide collectors with a unique opportunity, to spot international trends and
zeitgeist through art, a medium that has the ability to transcend language.
The LA Art Show takes place from January 27-31, 2016 at the Los Angeles Convention Center,
West Hall A 1201 South Figueroa Street, 90015.
For additional information, visit
www.laartshow.com. General admission to the LA Art Show is $20. Media inquiries please
contact Agnes Gomes-Koizumi at agnes@agkmedia.com or call 323-937-5488.
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